
1. Measure: Measure the length and width of the room. If the room
has alcoves or offsets, measure these separately. Determine the
number of 12"x12" tiles needed for each area. Purchase about
10% extra to cover mistakes, trimming and for future possible
damage. Check the run numbers on the label which is on the
front flap of the carton to be sure you get tiles from the same run
to avoid shade variations.

Each tile is unique and it is essential that you shuffle the tile from
all cartons and lay out the individual tiles to insure the most desir-
able pattern effect on your overall floor.

2. Tools Needed: Scissors and a utility knife, carpenter’s square,
chalk string, pencil, and paper for tracing. 

3. Subfloor: The surface upon which your new tile is being installed
is referred to as the subfloor. Check the subfloor to be sure it is
free of dirt, wax, grease, paint and other foreign matter. To be
sure the subfloor is completely clean, we recommend the use of
TSP to remove any remaining dirt, grease, or other foreign matter.
Please be sure to follow the instructions on the container of TSP
to insure safety.

The best subfloor is a smooth underlayment grade of plywood.
DO NOT USE PARTICLEBOARD. THE WARRANTY IS VOIDED IF
PARTICLEBOARD IS USED AS AN UNDERLAYMENT. 

This tile can be installed on or above grade and for installation in
basements (below grade), please use the Basement Proofer to
properly prepare concrete floors. If this product is not available
from The Home Depot please call (877) 827-5779 to order. Be
sure to follow the instructions on the container of the Basement
Proofer for a successful installation. Concrete floors must be
smooth and dry before installation and remain dry after installa-
tion. To make a smooth floor, use a professional leveling com-
pound and sand the high spots. See below for instructions. Allow
newly poured concrete to cure before installation. FLOOR
PRIMER OR BASEMENT PROOFER MUST BE USED OVER
CONCRETE PRIOR TO INSTALLATION. DO NOT INSTALL OVER
SEALED OR RAW CONCRETE! See step 4 for further details.
Failure to use primer over concrete voids the warranty. Check for
moisture on your subfloor if it is on or below grade by taping
down a thin plastic film of about 18"x18" and leave for 24 hours.
If you notice moisture on the film DO NOT INSTALL THE TILE and
check with The Home Depot or contact Halstead International
Customer Service at 1-800-860-6490. The subfloor must be
treated for any moisture condition before installation.

Many successful installations have been made over existing vinyl
floors. In such cases the existing tile or sheet vinyl floor must be
securely adhered to the subfloor, smooth, and free of surface de-
fects and wax. Loose or damaged areas should be patched or re-
placed. Do not sand existing vinyl floors under any
circumstances. Wood strip flooring is not suitable as a subfloor
and an underlayment should be installed over it before installa-
tion of this vinyl tile.

4. Primer: If the subfloor is plywood, hardboard, or other approved
material, we recommend an application of professional primer.
Primer must be used for raw concrete subfloors. The primer pre-
pares the floor and prevents the subfloor from absorbing all the
adhesive, which may cause future failure. You can obtain the
primer directly from homedepot.com. 

5. Conditioning of Tile: Store the tile at room temperature of at least
65˚ F for 48 hours before installation. Be sure the subfloor is at
least 60˚.

6. Layout of Room: Treat the room as a rectangle; disregard offsets,
alcoves, etc. Find the center points of the two end walls and
snap a chalk line between them. Find the center of the chalk line
and, using a carpenter’s square or tile, draw a second chalk line
at right angles to the first line and extend it to the side walls. The
room is now divided into four equal parts.

7. Adjustment of Border: Starting at the center of the room–where
the two chalk lines intersect–lay a row of tile to one end wall and
a second row to one side wall. Measure the distance from the
last tile to the wall. If it is less than 6" move the center line 6"
nearer to the opposite wall. Do this in both directions. All borders
will now be wider than the tile and will be easier to cut and fit.

8a. Laying of Tile With Grout: Start at the center point. Peel release
paper backing from tiles and place the tiles in position. You will
need to leave an 1/8" of an inch between each tile. Place the
second tile alongside the first, spacing it with a couple of 1/8"
spacers. Lay spacers flat in the corners where tiles meet. Re-
member to remove spacers before you grout. Press tiles against
subfloor for good contact. For the best contact, roll the edges of
the tiles with a wallpaper roller or rolling pin. Discard release
paper in a wastebasket immediately after removal from tile back
as it is very slippery. For easier cleanup, only apply grout into
joints. Use a damp sponge to smooth grout joints and remove all
excess grout from the tile surface. Excess grout should be re-
moved as soon as possible. Note: the longer the grout sits on the
tile, the harder it will be to remove. Simple Grout by Custom is
recommended for this application. Please refer to the Simple
Grout by Custom instructions found on the container.

8b. Laying of Tile Without Grout: Start at the center point. Peel re-
lease paper backing from tiles and place tiles in position, making
sure they are flush with the chalk line and each tile is tight against
the next tile. Press tiles against subfloor for good contact. For
best contact, roll the edges of tiles with a floor roller, available
from most Home Depot rental centers. Discard release paper in
wastebasket immediately after removal from tile back as it is very
slippery.

9. Fitting of Border Tile: Without removing the paper backing, place
a loose tile directly over the last tile in the row. Place a second tile
over the first loose tile so that one end of the second tile is butted
against the wall. Now mark the underneath tile with a pencil or
knife. Cut along marks, remove release paper, and lay the tile in
place.

10. Fitting Around Irregular Objects: Make a pattern out of heavy
paper to fit around pipes or other irregular objects. Place the pat-
tern upon the tile and trace. Cut along trace lines with scissors or
utility knife, remove release paper and lay tile.
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