
STEP 1 Check the Local Forecast

Remove previously applied coatings prior to 
application.  Strip the surface using a deck 
brush and deck stripper.  Apply the deck 
stripper to the deck and scrub it into the 
wood with a deck brush.  Let it sit on surface 
according to instructions, then power wash 
off completely.  Next sand the entire deck 
using 50 or 60 grit sand paper.  Doing this 
opens the pores of the wood and creates a 
textured surface the coating grabs onto.  
Acrylic coatings may require a paint stripper.  

All exterior stains have minimum/maximum 
application temperatures and require a 
minimum amount of dry time before being 
exposed to rain. Make sure to check the label 
of the product selected and check the local 
forecast before application of product.  

How to Prep for an Exterior Stain Project

TIP:  Allow new wood decks and other exterior wood 
surfaces to weather at least 6 months prior to application.

STEP 3  Clean the Surface 

Clean the surface using a deck brush and 
deck cleaner.  Removing dirt, grease, 
mildew and organic growth ensures proper 
adhesion.  Cleaners may be applied using 
a brush or a pressure washer.  If using the 
pressure washer, use at a low setting 
500‐1200 PSI.  Remove any remaining
loose paint by scraping from the surface.  
Let dry completely overnight.   

Secure raised nailheads and/or screws using a 
hammer or screwdriver.  Remove loose splinters 
and replace damaged or rotting boards.  Fill larger 
cracks using crack filler for decks or a similiar 
acrylic or non-silicone filler.  Allow to dry.  

There are great transparent, semi-transparent 
and solid stains to redo decks. Select a product 
that matches your style and transparency 
preference.  Follow the manufacturer’s 
instructions for application and dry times.  

TIP:  A deck primer is available for use in 
conjuction with solid stains or solid topcoats.  This 
deck primer eliminates the need for stripping and 
sanding the surface.  

After cleaning, conduct a splash test to ensure 
the old coating is fully removed for proper top 
coat adhesion.  To,  conduct a splash test 
sprinkle water on multiple areas of the surface. 
Check at least four spots including high and low 
traffic areas. If the water absorbs rapidly into the 
surface, the surface is ready to be coated. If the 
water beads, puddles or is not absorbed, the 
surface is still sealed and not ready to coat. If 
any part of the surface is not absorbing the 
water, repeat the strip and sanding process 
followed by the cleaning process in that area.  
Then conduct the splash test again.  

TIP:  Always conduct a splash test.  Previously 
applied coatings may not always be visible.  Failure to 
do so will result in poor adhesion and coating failure.  

STEP 2 Strip Old Coatings

STEP 4  Conduct a Splash Test

STEP 5 Make Light Repairs

STEP 6  Apply Stain of Choice
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