
STEP 1 Test for Moisture in Concrete

Remove all items from the concrete floor you are 
about to coat.  

Apply a 2' x 2' sheet of plastic (such as a heavy-
duty garbage bag or 1 gallon plastic storage bag) to 
an area of the floor. Tape down the edges with duct 
tape and allow it to sit for 24 hours. If water droplets 
appear on the inside of the plastic or if concrete 
appears wet (darker in color), moisture is trapped in 
the concrete.  When this is the case, you must use 
Rust-Oleum Moisture Stop prior to application or the 
floor should not be painted.  Failure to properly 
address any  moisture problem will result in 
concrete coating peeling up from surface.  

Using a Shop Vac or a large push broom, 
thoroughly clean the entire surface to be coated. All 
surfaces must be free of all dust, dirt, oil, grease, 
wax, or any contaminant that may adversely affect 
the performance or adhesion of coating.  Select a 
quality Cleaner and Degreaser made for concrete.  
Use a stiff bristle brush to work the cleaner into the 
surface following the instructions of the cleaner 
selected. Rinse surface following application to 
remove any residual cleaning solution and use a 
squeegee or wet/dry vac to remove any water from 
surface.  Allow to dry completely.  

STEP 7 Tape to Protect 

How to Prep for Coating Bare Concrete
TIP:  Newly cured concrete should be allowed to cure for 
a minimum of 30 days prior to coating.

STEP 4 Etch Concrete Surface 

Working in 4x4 sections, apply concrete etch using 
a stiff bristle broom and following the instructions of 
the etching product selected. Rinse each 4x4 
section with water after working solution into 
surface.  Once the entire floor is etched, rinse the 
surface with water 3 times.  The surface should feel 
like 150 grit sandpaper when finished. Squeegee 
extra moisture from the surface to assist with 
drying.  Wait 24 hours before applying any top coat.    

TIP:  Prep steps will vary if your concrete 
surface was previously coated.  

STEP 5  Apply Moisture Stop 

If you found moisture in your concrete 
earlier, Completely saturate the surface 
using a low-pressure sprayer or by pouring 
directly on the floor. Spread material around 
with a stiff bristle broom or squeegee to 
work the product into the floor. Using a hose 
or sprayer, mist the surface with water to 
keep the floor wet for 30-45 minutes. After 
45 minutes, squeegee or broom the excess 
moisture from the surface.  Wait 2 hours, 
then flush surface with water and squeegee 
dry.   

STEP 2 Prepare your Space

Fill holes, voids, and surface irregularities 
with a Concrete Patch & Repair product or 
other suitable patching compound to 
match surface profile.STEP 3 Clean and Degrease

Apply your concrete coating of choice 
following the product instructions.  Dry 
and cure times vary by product.  Be sure 
to check the instructions for your product 
of choice before moving any objects back 
into your space.  

STEP 6  Make Light Repairs

STEP 8 Apply Concrete Coating 

Using Painters Tape, tape off 
baseboards or up the wall a few inches in 
the area to be coated.  Doing so, protects 
walls from splatters and keeps spaces 
clean.  




