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Important Information Warnings and Warranties

Warning
Simpson Strong-Tie® fasteners and fastening products 
are designed and tested for certain applications and 
environments. To obtain optimal performance from 
Simpson Strong-Tie products, the products must be 
properly installed and used in accordance with the 
installation instructions and design limits provided by 
Simpson Strong-Tie Company Inc.

To ensure proper installation and use, designers and 
installers must carefully read the following General 
Notes, catalog pages for specific product installation 
and instructions and notes.

Proper product installation requires careful attention 
to all notes and instructions. Installers, designers, 
engineers and consumers should consult the 
S impson  St rong-T ie  Company  Inc.  webs i te 
at www.strongtie.com to obtain additional design  
and installation information, including:

 • Information on workshops Simpson Strong-Tie conducts 
at various training centers throughout the country 

 • Code Reports

 • Technical fliers and bulletins

 • Corrosion information

 • Answers to frequently asked questions and technical topics

Failure to follow fully all of the notes and instructions 
provided by Simpson Strong-Tie Company Inc. may 
result in improper installation of products. Improperly 
installed products may not perform to the specifications 
set forth in this catalog.

Simpson Strong-Tie Company Inc. does not guarantee 
the performance or safety of products that are modified, 
improperly installed or not used in accordance with the 
design and load limits set forth in this catalog.

Terms & Conditions of Sale
Product Use
Products in this catalog are designed and manufactured 
for the specific purposes shown, and should not be 
used for any other purposes unless approved by 
a qualified Designer. Modifications to products or 
changes in installation procedures should only be 
made by a qualified Designer. The performance of such 
modified products or altered installation procedures is 
the sole responsibility of the Designer.

Indemnity
Customer or Designers modifying products or 
installation procedures, or designing non-catalog 
products for fabrication by Simpson Strong-Tie 
Company Inc. shall, regardless of specific instructions 
to the user, indemnify, defend, and hold harmless 
Simpson Strong-Tie Company Inc. for any and all 
claimed loss or damage occasioned in whole or in part 
by non-catalog or modified products.

Non-Catalog and Modified Products
Consult Simpson  Strong-Tie Company  Inc. for 
applications for which there is no catalog product or for 
fasteners for use in applications not specifically listed 
for the product.

Non-catalog products must be designed by the 
customer and will be supplied by Simpson Strong-Tie 
Company  Inc.  in  accordance wi th  customer 
specifications.

Simpson Strong-Tie Company Inc. cannot and does 
not make any representations regarding the suitability of 
use or load-carrying capacities of non-catalog products. 
Simpson Strong-Tie Company  Inc. provides no 
warranty, express or implied, on non-catalog products. 
F.O.B. shipping point unless otherwise specified.

Limited Warranty
This Limited Warranty must be read in conjunction with 
the General Notes, Corrosion Information, and Terms & 
Conditions of Sale.

Simpson Strong-Tie Co. Inc. (“Simpson”) warrants 
catalog products to be free from defects in material or 
manufacturing. Simpson products are further warranted 
for adequacy of design when used in accordance with 
design limits in this catalog, and properly specified and 
installed. This warranty does not apply to products 
used not in compliance with specific applications and 
installation procedures set forth in this catalog, or to 
non-catalog or modified products, or to deterioration 
due to environmental conditions.

Simpson products are designed to the load capacities 
and uses listed in this catalog. Properly installed 
Simpson products wi l l  perform in accordance 
with the specifications set forth in the applicable 
Simpson Strong-Tie® catalog. Additional performance 
limitations for specific products may be listed on the 
applicable catalog pages.

Due to the particular characteristics of potential impact 
events, the specific design and location of the structure, 
the building materials used, the quality of construction, 
and the condition of the soils involved, damage may 
nonetheless result to a structure and its contents even 
if the loads resulting from the impact event do not 
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Warranties (cont.) and General Notes

General Notes
These notes are provided to ensure proper selection and installation of Simpson Strong-Tie Company Inc. 
products and must be followed carefully

a. Simpson Strong-Tie Company Inc. reserves the right 
to change specifications, designs and models without 
notice or liability for such changes.

b. Do not exceed published loads, doing so could 
jeopardize the connection.

c. A fastener that splits the wood will not take the design 
load. Evaluate splits to determine if the connection will 
perform as required. Dry wood may split easily and 
should be evaluated as required. If wood tends to split 
consider pre-boring holes with diameters specified in the 
2005 and 2012 Editions National Design Specification 
(NDS) sections 11.1.6 for nails and 11.1.5 for screws.

d. Unless otherwise noted, dimensions are in inches, loads 
are in pounds and shear loads are applied perpendicular 
to edge.

e. Unless otherwise noted, nail “penny size” does not imply 
specific diameters or load capacities. Design standards 
must be used in conjunction with fastener material, 
diameter and length to determine acceptable uses.

f. Dissimilar metal combinations should be carefully 
assessed and avoided if possible.

g. Fasteners may break if driven into hard materials or if 
countersunk below the surface of the substrate fastened.

h. All carbon steel based fasteners have the potential to 
corrode and rust.

i. Use Quik Drive® tools only with authentic Quik Drive 
fasteners. Other fasteners will void the warranty and may 
cause the tool to malfunction and become damaged.

j. If a Quik Drive product is compatible with a specified 
tool, do not use the product with any other tool.

k. Do not overdrive fasteners. Overdriven fasteners may 
have a reduction in shear and pull-through capacity.

l. Some hardened fasteners may have premature failure if 
exposed to moisture. These fasteners are recommended 
to be used in interior dry conditions.

m. Pneumatically driven fasteners may deflect and injure 
the operator or others. Follow the tool manufacturer's 
operating instructions and use appropriate safety 
equipment.

n. Choose the proper tool to suit the fastener and 
applications.

o. Use products only in accordance with all instructions.

p. All specified fasteners must be installed according to the 
instructions in this catalog.

q. Use proper safety equipment and follow all safety 
instructions.

r. Always wear protective eyewear.

s. There are many choices of fasteners, tools and other 
products. It is often difficult to determine which type 
of product is best suited for your application. In some 
cases, there may be more than one type of product that 
will work well. The information in this catalog is intended 
to guide the Designer toward the product best suited 
for the specific application, use and environment. The 
choice of which product to use should be made by a 
qualified Designer.

t. All connected members and related elements shall be 
designed by the Designer.

u. Select fasteners of a type, size, length, thread, head, 
coating, material, point and other characteristics suitable 
for your application, use and environment. Incorrect 
fastener selection may cause the connection to fail.

v. Select a fastener only after reading the corrosion 
information on page 15 of this catalog.

w. If using a fastener from this catalog with any other 
Simpson Strong-Tie product, consult the appropriate 
Simpson Strong-Tie catalog or www.strongtie.com for 
detailed information concerning the other product.

exceed Simpson Strong-Tie catalog specifications and 
Simpson Strong-Tie® products are properly installed in 
accordance with applicable building codes. All warranty 
obligations of Simpson shall be limited, at the discretion 
of Simpson to repair or replacement of the defective 
part(s). These remedies shall constitute Simpson’s sole 
obligation and sole remedy of purchaser under this 
warranty. This warranty may change periodically — 
consult this website for current information.

SIMPSON DISCLAIMS ALL OTHER WARRANTIES, 
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED 
TO IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY 
AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. IN NO 
EVENT WILL SIMPSON BE LIABLE FOR INCIDENTAL, 
CONSEQUENTIAL, PUNITIVE OR SPECIAL DAMAGES 
OR DIRECT OR INDIRECT LOSS OF ANY KIND, 
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO PROPERTY 

DAMAGE AND PERSONAL INJURY. SIMPSON’S 
ENTIRE LIABILITY IS LIMITED TO THE PURCHASE 
PRICE OF THE PRODUCT. SOME STATES DO NOT 
ALLOW LIMITATIONS ON IMPLIED WARRANTIES, 
OR THE EXCLUSION OR LIMITATION OF INCIDENTAL 
OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, SO THE ABOVE 
LIMITATIONS AND EXCLUSIONS MAY NOT APPLY TO 
YOU. THIS LIMITED WARRANTY GIVES YOU SPECIFIC 
LEGAL RIGHTS, AND YOU MAY ALSO HAVE OTHER 
RIGHTS THAT VARY FROM STATE TO STATE.

General Notes

www.strongtie.com
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Important Information and General Notes 

Deck Construction and Fastening Tips
 • Before beginning construction, allow your decking materials 
to acclimate to the jobsite conditions. A freshly pressure 
treated deck board can contain over a gallon of liquid.

 • Select the proper fastener based on your application, 
environment and the material that is being fastened.  
Consult page 15 of C-F-14, or www.strongtie.com/info for 
guidelines on choosing the correct fastener.

 • Consider using 300 series stainless-steel fasteners when 
unusual exposure conditions may exist, such as presence of 
de-icing salts or close proximity to swimming pools, hot tubs, 
sprinklers, ponds, foliage and other resident moisture sources.

 • Inadequate gap spacing between boards can put additional 
load on the fasteners and lead to broken screws or nail pops.

 • Orienting the crown of the deck board “bark side up” will help 
to shed water and reduce cupping and other weathering-
related defects

 • Use caution to avoid overdriving fasteners during installation, 
which can cause breakage.

 • Allow for proper water drainage. A deck should angle away 
from the structure a minimum of 1/8" for every 8' to reduce the 
possibility of standing water.

 • If your 5⁄4" decking is to be installed diagonally, reduce the on-
center joist spacing to 12" versus standard 16".

 • Adequate ventilation is necessary to minimize cupping, 
warping and other weathering related defects. Construct 
the deck a minimum of 18 inches off the ground to allow 
proper airflow. If this is not possible, reduce on-center joist 
spacing to 12" versus standard 16". A moisture barrier 
(landscape fabric) under the deck, covered with gravel is 
also a good practice.

 • Proper maintenance is essential. Staining and sealing, along 
with periodic inspection of fasteners and hardware, will 
potentially add years to the life of the deck.

For more information on deck construction and 
products from Simpson Strong-Tie; please see our Deck 
Connection and Fastening Guide (F-DECKCODE).

Please refer to the American Wood Council’s Prescriptive 
Residential Wood Deck Construction Guide (DCA 6) 
for important information on best practices and code 
compliant design.

x. Only use fasteners for their intended purpose as 
described in this publication. Connection failures can 
result from inappropriate substitution.

y. Be aware of special conditions that may increase 
corrosion risk and select product accordingly.

z. Test drive fasteners to assure fasteners install correctly.

aa.   With the use of any power or pneumatic tools, follow 
manufacturer’s safety instructions.

ab.   Screws made from austenitic stainless steel are 
generally softer and have less torsional strength than 
screws made from carbon steel. Simpson Strong-Tie 
does not assume liability for breakage or damage due 
to screw breakage during or after installation. Pre-drilling 
may be necessary in some case. For best results, drive 
at 2500 RPM or less.

ac.   The term “Designer” used throughout this catalog is 
intended to mean a licensed/certified building design 
professional, a licensed professional engineer or 
licensed architect.

ad.   Follow material manufacturer’s installation instructions 
and fastener recommendations.

ae.   This catalog includes all information available as 
of the effective date of publication. Please consult  
www.strongtie.com for current information.

Simpson Strong-Tie® Fastening Systems
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